
www.fairworldproject.org 4

Reference Guide to Fair Trade Certifi ers and Membership Organizations

Fair Trade validation systems can be grouped into three major categories. The table shows their main attributes and several prominent examples.

*Eff ective December 31, 2011, Fair Trade USA resigned from the Fairtrade International (FLO) system and will be an independent organization. As of “For a Better World’s” printing, Fair World Project (FWP) has not reviewed FTUSA’s new 

standards and procedures. Upon further evaluation, FWP will determine if it will consider FTUSA a reputable certifi er. FLO certifi ed products will be in the marketplace as of 2012 and FWP recognizes FLO as a reputable certifi er.For more 

information on the FTUSA and FLO split, please visit http://fairworldproject.org/statement

We acknowledge that other socially responsible systems are available. While they certify for many of the same standards, they do not rise to the level of fair trade. 

This chart summarizes the logos of several certifi cation programs and membership organizations. A product sold by a company that is a member of a fair trade membership organization may not have gone through third-party 

certifi cation; conversely, a product certifi ed as “fair trade” under a certifi cation program does not mean that the company that produces the certifi ed product is a dedicated fair trade company.
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Long-term direct trading relationships
Prompt payment of fair prices and wages
No child, forced or otherwise exploited labor
Workplace non-discrimination, gender equity and freedom 
of association
Safe working conditions and reasonable work hours
Investment in community development projects
Environmental sustainability
Traceability and transparency


