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Major Climate Agreement Met with Mixed Response
Nearly 200 countries came to an agreement on 
addressing climate change and reducing emissions 
in December at the COP21 talks in Paris. Legally-
binding commitments include reducing emissions, 
reporting progress and returning to the table for 
further discussions. Non-binding portions propose 
specific mechanisms on how to reach the goal of 
limiting global warming to well below 2 degree 
Celcius with the goal of 1.5°C, and on how richer 
countries can financially assist poorer countries 
as they transition to greener energy and adapt 

to inevitable changes in weather patterns. No agricultural commitments were 
included in the final agreement, but there is growing acknowledgement among 
many nations and organizations that we cannot fully address the climate crisis 
without addressing agriculture’s role both as a polluter in industrial systems and 
as a mitigator in sustainable systems.The agreement has been hailed by some as 
a success to celebrate, as it is a global acknowledgement of the severity of the 
climate crisis. But it has also been criticized as too vague and not going far enough, 
especially from the point of view of already marginalized communities. Activists 
have vowed to continue to organize at the grassroots level to fill in the gaps 
between what the agreement addresses and what communities truly need for a just 
and sustainable society. 

To learn more, visit: www.fairworldproject.org/cool

Report Finds Child Labor in West African Cocoa Sector 
Increasing

A 2015 study by Tulane University found that more 
than two million children are performing hazardous 
work in the cocoa sector in West Africa, a number that 
is rising even as major corporations like The Hershey 
Company adopt ethical certifications. Fairtrade 
International, in response to these findings, released a 
statement advocating for empowering communities 
to create solutions to this horrific problem. In addition 
to livable wages for farmers, local communities have 
also identified complementary solutions, such as safe 
schools for children to attend during the day.

To learn more, visit: www.tinyurl.com/zluskxw

Investigation Uncovers Inhumane Conditions on 
Rainforest Alliance-Certified Tea Plantations

An investigation by Radio 4’s File and BBC News 
found crumbling housing, child workers, workers 
spraying pesticides without protective gear, and 
other labor abuses on tea plantations in Assam, 
India, all of which were estates that had gained 
Rainforest Alliance’s seal of approval. In their 
response, Rainforest Alliance admitted their own 
inability to prevent such abuses when director 
Edward Miller told the BBC that “Clearly an auditing 
process, because it rests on an annual inspection, 
is not going to be perfect.” Rainforest Alliance 

committed to investigating the situation to ensure it does not continue to happen.

To learn more, visit: www.tinyurl.com/j9hcy2p

The EPA Announces Changes to Worker Protection 
Standard
For the first time in over two decades, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
announced changes to strengthen the Worker Protection Standard and decrease the 
risks of pesticide exposure for farmworkers. Many of the changes adopted were those 
advocated for and by farmworker organizations. Though the changes were welcomed, 
the growing movement advocating for reducing pesticide use, as well as associated risks, 
expressed concern over whether the new regulations will be properly enforced.

To learn more, visit: http://tinyurl.com/workerprotection

Momentum for Raising the Minimum Wage Continues 
to Grow

Two pending bills to raise the federal minimum 
wage have stalled in Congress, but an increasing 
number of cities and states are taking action on 
their own to raise wages for low-wage workers. In 
2015, Los Angeles became the third major city to 
pass a multi-year phased-in $15 per hour minimum 
wage, joining Seattle and San Francisco. Earlier in 
2016 Oregon passed a law that will raise wages 
throughout the state, with higher rates in metro 
areas than rural. More than ten cities, including 

Washington, DC, New York and Saint Louis, will consider similar proposals in 2016. A 
new University of California at Berkeley study predicts a positive impact with a small 
net gain in jobs from the proposed $15/hour minimum wage in New York.

To learn more, visit: www.raisetheminimumwage.com

New Report Shows Free 
Trade Agreements Undermine 
Sustainable Food and Farming
An October 2015 report by GRAIN demonstrates 
that free trade agreements, like the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP) and the Transatlantic Trade 
and Investment Partnership (TTIP), promote an 
industrial food system that contributes to climate 
change and undermines local food sovereignty. In 

November of 2015, after six years of secret negotiations, the text of the TPP was 
finalized and released to the public. Environmental, labor, fair trade and public 
health advocates agreed that it was even worse than GRAIN had projected.

To learn more, visit: www.fairworldproject.org/campaigns/trade-policy
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