
Hope for Hemp 
Hemp, also referred to as industrial hemp, refers to 
the low-THC varieties of Cannabis, grown for seed 
and fi ber.  Hemp is cultivated legally in just about 
every industrialized country – except the U.S.  After 
years of advocacy and education by hemp businesses 

and associations, sustainable farming organizations 
and concerned citizens, Rep. Jared Polis’s (D-CO) hemp 

amendment to the 2013 Farm Bill passed with strong bipartisan 
support.  Unfortunately however, the Farm Bill itself did not pass.  Congress will 
continue to consider the Farm Bill, the primary agricultural and food policy tool of 
the federal government, and other pending hemp legislation, later this year.  

To learn more, get involved and stay up-to-date, go to www.VoteHemp.com.

Domestic Fair Trade in the Marketplace: Farmer Direct Co-op
Farmer Direct is a cooperative of sixty organic 
family farms on the Canadian Prairies and the fi rst 
organization to be domestic fair trade certifi ed to the 
Agriculture Justice Project Social Justice Standard.  
Farmer Direct Co-op bulk products are now available 
throughout the U.S. and Canada at Whole Foods 
Markets.  Farmer Direct Co-op and Whole Foods 
Market’s partnership represents an important step 
forward in the introduction of farmer-directed domestic fair trade.  

Read more about Farmer Direct Co-op at www.FarmerDirect.coop.

2014 Named International Year of Family Farming by UN 
General Assembly
The International Year of Family Farming 2014 is an initiative promoted 
by the World Rural Forum and supported by over 360 civil society and 
farmers’ organizations.  This worldwide celebration, declared by the 
United Nations General Assembly, aims to become a tool to stimulate 

active policies for sustainable development of agricultural systems for farmer and 
fi shing families, communal units, indigenous groups and cooperatives.  All this work is 
being done from the perspective of eff ectively combating poverty, and hunger and the 
search for rural development based on respect for the environment and biodiversity.

Read more at www.FamilyFarmingCampaign.net.

Dean’s Beans Receives “Nobel Prize for Business”  

Dean’s Beans, the Massachusetts-based fair trade pioneer 
and organic roaster  was recently honored by the Business for 
Peace Foundation.  Based in Oslo, Norway, the foundation’s 
panel of Nobel Laureates awards ethical businesses with 
what is commonly known as the “Nobel Prize for Business.”  
Included on the panel is Dr. Muhammed Yunus, creator of the Grameen Bank 
microloan system.  

“To me, the award is a vindication of social justice in trade, so it belongs to all the 

dedicated fair traders out there, not the marketers, the ‘tradewashers’ 
or the hangers-on,” says Dean Cycon, founder and CEO of Dean’s Beans.  “Congratulations 
to everyone in the movement who has forsaken profi t as usual to make meaningful 
change in the world!”

Of the eighty Business for Peace Foundation nominees from fi fty countries and fi ve 
Honorees, Dean was the one Honoree from the U.S.  Great work, Dean!

Read more about the Business for Peace Foundation at www.BusinessforPeace.no 
and check out Dean’s Beans at www.DeansBeans.com.

Accord on Fire and Building Safety in Bangladesh  
Over 1,800 people have been killed in preventable factory fi res and building 
collapses in the Bangladesh garment industry since 2005.  Most of the 5,000 garment 
factories in Bangladesh are not up to fi re and building safety codes.  Civil society 
organizations have put forth a National Action Plan on Fire Safety (NAP) to improve 
fi re safety in Bangladesh.

Forty companies, including Abercrombie & Fitch, H&M, PVH (Tommy Hilfi ger, Calvin 
Klein) and SeanJohn, have now joined together in the Accord on Fire and Building 
Safety in Bangladesh.  However, companies like Gap and Wal-Mart have refused to join.

Take action and urge Gap to join the accord at www.GapDeathTraps.com.

FWP World Fair Trade Day 2013 Sweepstakes Winner: 
Congratulations to Kim A. from FL!  
Fair World Project’s 2nd Annual World Fair Trade Day (WFTD) Joint Promotion was a huge 
success, with over 850 natural product retailers around the country participating in 
promoting our partner brands, all of which are dedicated to fair trade throughout their 
supply chains.  In collaboration with Intrepid Travel, FWP hosted a fair trade vacation 
sweepstakes with over 7,100 entries, and we are pleased to announce that Kim A. from 
Sarasota, FL is the winner.  Kim and her husband will be traveling to Peru with FWP this 
October to visit cooperatives that sell to our partner brands Alter Eco and Equal Exchange.

Thank you to everyone who participated and to our partner brands Alaffi  a, Alter Eco, 
Divine Chocolate, Dr. Bronner’s Magic Soaps, Equal Exchange, Farmer Direct Co-op 
and Maggie’s Organics.

Don’t miss next year’s sweepstakes!  Sign up for the FWP mailing list at
www.FairWorldProject.org.

First Round of Negotiations for New “Free Trade” Agreements
In July, the U.S. hosted the fi rst round of negotiations for a new “free trade” policy, 
the Trans-Atlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP), also known as the 
Trans-Atlantic Free Trade Agreement (TAFTA).  Like other free trade agreements, 
this agreement between the U.S. and the European Union raises both questions 
about the transparency of negotiations and concerns that public health and the 
environment will be undermined by its provisions.

Learn more at www.FairWorldProject.org/overview/free-trade-agreements/
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